[Escherichia coli O157 in Dutch domesticated rabbits].
Enterohaemorrhagic Escherichia coli (EHEC) has been detected in both wild and domesticated rabbits in other countries. The aim of this study was to determine whether the most pathogenic E. coli serotype, O157:H7, occurs in the Dutch domesticated rabbit population and thus could form a public health risk. To this end, faecal samples were collected from rabbits from two rabbit farms and 741 rabbits of different breeds and origin and analysed for E. coli O157:H7, using a combination of enrichment, immunomagnetic separation, selective culture, and PCR. E. coli O157:H7 was not detected in any of the samples. The results indicate that Dutch domesticated rabbits probably do not play a role in the infection of humans with E. coli O157:H7.